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Introduction

Over the recent years, Zambia has experienced extreme swings in temperature and
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droughts, and extreme weather events such as the 2023-2@4ifio- induced drought.

Regarded as one of the most powerfutl Nifie-Southern Oscillation events in recorded
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(n the drought had destroyed nearly 1 million hectares of maize, representing about 40
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for the country’s food production goals and may expose households to the risk of food
insecurity.
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exposed to more intense drought than others. Furthermore, the scale of devastation
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require priority intervention and attention.

El Nino 2024

Drought Index and Drought Exposure for Zambia in 2024
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As the value approaches zero, the severity of the drought increases, and values above
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uted, as shown by the drought index for Zambia in 2024 captured in Figure 1; the areas

in the Eastern parts of the country, especially those bordering Malawi and Mozambique,
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Based on the map in Figure 2, areas in the Eastern andsevere drought, are less densely populated; hence, the
Southern parts of the country are highly vulnerable bee level of drought exposure is lower.
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Impact of Drought on Maize Production
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Province District Production Forecasts Production Forecasts| Difference Change
(MT) after the Full (MT) at the beginning (MT) (%)
Effects of El Nifio in 2024 | of 2024
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MT (Metric tons):1 MT is equivalent to 1,000 kilograms.
Changerefers to the relative difference and is calculated as (2024 prod - 2023 prod) divided by 2023 prod.
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